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FORK THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


HINTS ON BENEFICENCE. 
is collections for the Orphan-House aud other institutions (among 
others fur the Rehef of the Widows and Orphaus of our Clergy, 
4 custom we regret to have to say with respect tu this charity of 
late intermitted) have, for many years, been made in the month 
of October, it may be considered a season more particularly 
“sacred to charity,” and we trust therefore that the following ; 
remarks will be deemed not inappropriate. 













The impulse of charity is felt, in some degree, by every heart, and 
its sacred obligation 1s plainly written in the book of nature and of 
revelation. ‘There are few men who refuse to give somethiag to the 
needy. Batit is feared there are not as many as there should be 
who make it a business to give, who give as Baa us they might, . 
and ought to spare. Even Christians are not always mindful that F 
beneficence is a subject of scriptural regulation. St. Paul recom- \ 
mend’ to the disetples at Corinth, as he had before to those at 
Galatia, to appropriate a specific part of their property for the use 
of the poor; to make this appropriation statedly “‘ou the first day 
of the weck,” and to give each man in proporuon to his ability 3 
“as God hath prospered him.” ‘To do good ought to be the business | 
ofevery man’s fife. In this business there should be method and 
system, and there can be no better plan than that of the apostle just 
mentioned. Every man ought to consider a part of his income so 
sacredly devoted to the poor as on vo occasion to be diverted to any 
Oiher purpose. 

‘The poor have a divinely derived claim to a part of every man’s 
property. A benefactor has certainly a right to annex conditions to . 
his gifts, to prescribe the manner in which his bounty shall be used. ; 
Now, our benefactor, the great God, who gave us all we have, while | 
le permits vs to use a part in the promotion of personal comfort, 
expressly requires that a portion should be devoted to the support 
of religious institutions: “they that preach the gospel should live 
of the gospel;” a portion to the maintenance of one’s family: “ he 
that taketh not care of his own household is worse than an infidel,” | 
a portion to our country, “render unto Cesar the things that are 
Cesars,” and finally a portion to the poor “to do good and to dis- 
tribute forget net;” “‘charge them that are rich in this world that 
GOS. MESS. VOL. X. 37 
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they be ready to give and glad to distribute.” It is a remark.\) 
fact, that tndustry ts enjoimed, not merely that a man may provide for 
his own household, and not be a burden to others, but also that hy 
may have wherewith to relieve the poor—* let him labour,” says 
the apostle, “ working with his hands the thing that is goud, tha: 
he may have te give to him that needeth.” tt ay be observed 
moreover thata benefactor has a right to the grat tude of tinose he 
serves, and this right ts possessed in a lesser degree by the childs 
and friends of the benefactor. But the claim of the Alsnigity to 
our gratitude ts the strongest possible. He has adopied all ty 
Christians as his children, and the poor, in’ particuiar, are jis 
friends. To make the case stil stronger, there is the declaragen, 
“he that giveth to the poor lendeth unto the Lord,” aad * iy ys. 
much as ye have done it to the least of these my brethren ye hav 
done it unto me.” Phe poor, then, have a right toa part. ol aur 
property, m virtue of the gratitude we owe to God. At appropriy 
tion to their use would be a significant acknowledgment oF Gon’: 
Providence. Wt would express most deeply our thanks to biw io 
the bles-ings of this hie, and coufidence tn his ability to supoly 
all future wants, to make ap all the deficiencies that liberality migit 
occasion. tt would be a strong evidence that we bow to ty 
authority of the divine law: ‘* Honour the Lord with thy sub- 
stance and with the first fruits of thy increase;” and that we ave 
disciples of the Redeemer, who said, “by this shall all men Kuovw 
that ye are my disciples, that ye have love one to another.” | 
would show that charity Is not a transient emotion but a labit of 
the Christian, and while it excited the zeal of other Christians, 
would recommend his religion to the world. ‘ 
Now this portion for the poor ought to be set apart, and placed be- 
yond our own coutrol., Ef vot there is danger that our own Wauts, of 
partiality to friends, may interfere with their just claims. But ii a tuad 
be thus formed, our charity is made secure. May FE not add, that we 
have thus created for ourselves a treasure of delight?) And tt ts tu 
possible to estimate the degree of benefit that would result to otuers. 
At present most men give without premeditation. But if it were a 
practice to make a regular appropriation for the poor, inquiries would 
naturally, be made into their redafive merits; judgment would be ex- 
ercised inthe distribution; and the utility of the donation ticaicula- 
bly increased. Uf the whole community were to adopt this practice, 
how astontshing would be the effeet! Many now faumisting for the 
word of life would be nourished, and go on their way rejoicing. The 
destitute churches would be supplied with ministers, and new 
churches would cause the wilderness to rejoice and blossom. 
Youths of genius and piety would be educated for the sacred tice. 
Misstonaries would be sent to the remotest regions. ‘The serip- 
tures would be translated into every language, and books of devo- 
tion would cheer every cotiage of piety. Temporal wants (wo 
would be abundantly supplied. The uninformed aad the tofire, 
the sick and the houseless, the naked and the hungry, would bever 
complain in vain, and many new hospitals and asylums for the 
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‘ow and the fatherless would honour and adorn our country. But 
hep is no need to mention objects mertiing relief. In this world 
of sorrow no man can be ata loss to tind such objects. Who can 
yy so, even to this favoured land? The appropriation due to 
the poor sould be made as soon as possible after th receipt: of 
sop weome, for by delay the property, amid the changes and 
vees of this mortal hfe, might pass into other hands. The 
jostle recommends that this appropriation should be made stated- 
once a week and ou the Lord’s day. Ono this holy day we com- 
jemorate the creation of the world, and the resurrection of Christ, 
the seal of our redemption. And how proper, while the heart is fall 
fvratitude for these mercies, to offer this token of thanksgiving 3 to 
chow that we love our God, by assisting his children, aud that we 
love our Redeemer, by doing good to his members. On this account, 
Church enjoins as, while we commemorate our Lord’s exceed- 

ing merey an tus holy supper, to express our gratitude, by giving 
alms to our poor brethren; and, undoubtedly, we may say of this 
offering with St. Paul, “at is an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice 
acceptable, Well: pleasing to God.” But if we prefer some other 
day tor separating a part of our income for the service of the poor 
there can be no objection, only let there be a stated time. God has 
appointed stated times for devotion, and unless we have stated 
times for all our duties, our evil dispositions will most probably 
cause procrastination, and utter neglect. Let every one, as he re- 
yews the success of his labours, at the end of the month, the week, 
the day, or as his income shall be received from time to time, give 
thanks to God, and reserve a portion of it for the poor to be applied 
as circumstances may require. Amoug the Hebrews, the time en- 
joined by God himself for making a part of this appropriation, was 
immediately alter the harvest. As to the measure of this appropria- 
tion, it should be according to our means “ as God hath prospered 
us.” “If thou hast much, give plenteously: if thou has little, do 
thy dilgence gladly to give of that little.” The exact proportion of 
our income due to the poor is not specified under the Christian dis- 
pensation, Batit would be very large, if we would follow the exam- 
ple ofthe Hebrews. Their contribution to the kindred purposes of 
religion and charity, was one sixth, say some, or say others, one 
quarter of their annual income; thus, a tenth, to the support of the 
priesthood ; a second tenth to provide the religious feasts and relieve 
the poor; then the first fruits estimated at about one fortieth of the 
crop and a fortieth part of all the bread baked in the land. This 
was done by every one. ‘The more charitable did more, for Zac- 
cheus tells us that he gave to the poor, the half of his goods. It 
is seid that the Hebrews, in Judea, still observe this law of 
charity, and that the pious of that nation generally, though they do 
not conceive themselves now bound by the law, yet conform to it as 
a wise and humane regulation. As early as the time of Abraham, 
this pious custom existed, and Jacob made this vow to hisGod “ of 
all that thou shalt give me, J will surely give the tenth unto thee.” 
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It appears that the appropriation of one tenth to the mupport of 
religious worship was a practice, even among the heathen, stare)! 
observed by some nations, and on signal occasions by others, i 
the Pagan and the Hebrew could do so much, what may We neatey. 
pect from the Christian with his superior mercies and vraye. ) 
When he is about to determine how wuch he can spare to Go iad 
charity, let him ouly remember that it 1s more important to lav up 
treasure in heaven than on earth; that “he who soweth sparinyly 
shall reap sparingly, aud he who soweth bountifully shall reap boyy. 
tifully;” that he has vothing which he did not receives tit yi, 
Redeemer became poor, that through his poverty man might |, 
made rich, and that God has paid for his ransom, the life-blood of 
his ouiy begotien. Ah, blessed Lord, tf our alins and charital.|, 
services were in any proportion to thy bounty, how valuable would 
they be! Are you convineed that charity ts a duty? LT know thy 
you are. Most persons can ascertain with sufficient accuracy, thi 
amount of their income. What proportion do you andidly be ie vi 
has been given to purposes of religion and charity? What propor. 
tion do you candidly think is due to objects so important to society, 
and to your own present and eternal welfare. Ought not this niai- 
ter im nediately to command your serious deliberation? — If the 
young, as they arrive at years of discretion, would resolve to devo 
to religion and chi arily a partof their annual income, say one tenth, 
or any other fixed and reasonable proportion, what comforts would 
they secure to themselves and dispense to others! As they advane- 
ed in life, monuments of their not having lived in vain would rise 
around them, The eye that saw them would glisten with delist. 
The blessing ef many ready to perish would descend upon them. 
The sinner, reformed by their means, would stand by their bed in 
sickness, and sooth their de ‘parting spirits. He would strew their 
grave, with the roses of love. At ther morning of the resurrcetion 
he woukd meet them with the smile of congratul: ation, and the Son 
of God, as bis guardian, would thank them, inasmuch as ye did it 
to this least of my brethren ye did it ante me. Let us be persuad- 
ed thea, to make the resolution now suggested. tt will not impair 
your fortune. The barrel of weal and the cruse of oil will be re- 
plenished so often as they have been diminished by the wants ef 
the distressed. The Lord will repay you again. His “ blessing, tt 
maketh rich, and he addeth no sorrow with uw.” The property be- 
stowed in charity will give you more satisfaction than ten times the 
amount devoted to your own gratification. Tt will be an addiion 
to all the jovs, and a spring of comfort under all the sorrows of the 
year. It will furnish pleasing reflection in the hours of solitude and 
in the final hour; and in heaven, if any one should regret that he 
gave too little, he wili never complain that he denied himself to ex- 
press gratitude to his God, and affection to his brother. He will 
then know that “it is more blessed to give than to receive,” and 
share in the honours and the celestial joys of the “* good Samaritav.” 





Sermons to Masters. 


SERMON IL. 
Colossians iv. 1. 


Masters give unto your Servants that which is just and equal, knowing that ve 

also have a Master in Heaven.” 

In the First Sermon the nature and foree of the indispensible 
biication whieh all Masters and Mistresses lie under of bringing 
ip their Servants in the knowledge and fear of God, was shown by 
carious considerations, drawn from the nature of that service we 
recueve from our slaves, and the return we owe of all necess iries 
suitable to the coudition of men and women, the whole produce of 
whose life and labours are bestowed upon us—the care and love of 
God towards all his creatures, and the apparant kind desigus of his 
providence in sending them into a country where they may exchange 
the darkness of paganism for the light of the Gospel, and their 
temporal liberties here, for an eternal freedom in heaven hereafter. 
We proceed to enforce the duty by other considerations. 

When God was pleased to confirm his covenant with Abraham 
by the seal of cireumeision, he enjoined it in the following words : 
He that is eight days old shall be circumcised among you, every man 
child in your generations ; he that is born in the house, or bought with 
money of any stranger that is not of thy seed—He that is born in thy 
house, and he that is bought with thy money, must needs be circumcised, 
and my coverant shall be in your flesh, for an everlasting covenant— 
{ad the danger of neglecting it is set forth in the following verse : 
Lhe uncircumcised man child, whose flesh is not circumcised, that suul 
shall be cut off from his people; he hath broken my covenant. From 
this we may prainly discover the near relation between masters and 
slaves; these having the same right to the benefit of Gud’s cove- 
nant with our natural-boru children; and the obligation of bring- 
ing thein to it being of equal force with that we are under to our own 
inmediate issue. The command was given to Abraham, and in 
hin to all masters, whose duty it was to see it faithfully performed : 
and the penalty of neglecting it (viz, being cut off from his people, 
or forfeiting all the advantages the people of God were intitled to) 
certainly fell upon the owner or master, whenever it happened 
throush his fault; as was the case of Moses, when God would have 
killed him for omitting to circumcise his child. Did a Jewish mas- 
ter, then, run so much hazard in neglecting to circumcise his slave, 
and shall we incur no danger in neglecting to make Christians of 
ours?) Or can we imagine, that any work of merey which was re- 
quired by the first covenant, is void and cancelled by the second, 
whose foundation is laid in unspeakable merey, and its fabric per- 
‘ected by universal charity and love towards all mankind? No, my 
brethren; this is undoubtedly one branch of that eternal law which 
our blessed Saviour came not to destroy but to fulfl. And if we 
would but seriously consider, that our waut of care in this respect 
might cut us off from all or any of the blessings or privileges which 
‘he children of God have a right to, we would surely be more ex- 
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act and zealous in promoting the salvation of those bought wit) 
gur own money, or born in our houses; and think it as much oyp 
duty to bring them up in the knowledge and fear of God, as if they 
were our own flesh and blood. 

Our slaves are ingrafted into our families, like branches or seions 
into a stock. And can we think that Clirist, at his coming to visit 
us, will not expect to find some fruit upon them? Bat how shall 
the branches bear fruit, unless the stock yield thein due nourish. 
ment? Or how shall the fruit be good, if the branches have received 
nove but corrupt juices ? If we, therefore, do not supply them with 
such tincons of grace as are in our power, must we not expect that 
they shall wither and perish?  Orif they imbibe none bet bad prin- 
ciples from us, ean the produce be other than naughtiness and cor- 
ruption 2) Whereas, had they been ingratted into a sounder or more 
kindly stock, they might have flourished and brought forth a thir 
increase in due season. Let this then, remind us of the dreads 
sentenced pronounced by John the Baptist, and confirmed by our 
Saviour, that every tree which bringeth not forth good fruit, shall b, 
hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

If we are commanded to extend our good offices even to the 
beasts that perish, and not to meet the ox or ass even of an enemy 
going astroy without bringing it back ; or to see the ass of him that 
hateth us lying under its burden, without lending a helping hand: 
how much more are we bound to do offices of mercy and kindness 
to men and women like ourselves, and especially those who stand 
in the next relation to us with our own children; and not to see ou 
poor brother’s soul going astray, or labouring under the burden of 
lis sins, without striving in any case to help it from under its heavy 
load, and endeavour to bring it into the right way ? 

God hath given us au extraordinary authority over our slaves; 
a power; which (except in life or limb) hath very few limitations, 
Can we suppese he hath entrusted us with this extensive authorty 
for vo other end than our own temporal gains ?—or shall we not 
rather acknowledye, that it ought also to be used for the promoting 
of his service, and the prudent enforcing of his commands? We 
daily pray, or ought datly to pray, that his kingdom may come aud 
his will be dene in earth, as it is in heaven. And whe that poaver 
is so far answered to us, by the opportunrties he affords us, of ex- 
aliing that Kingdom on earth, ought we pot then to labour with our 
utmost diligence, that the subjects of Satan may be brought over to 
the dominion of Christ, and live according to his laws, by « due 
application of such power, and other means, as his good Providence 
hath thought fitto put into our hands? If we neglect these oppor- 
tunities, and make no use of these means; or if we exert this au- 
thority only for our own service and take no care of his, do not our 
tongues give our practice the lie, as ofien as we say the Lord’s 
prayer?) And must we not either deceive ourselves, when we repet 
that particular petition, without knowing or consifering what we 
pray for, or play the hypocrite with our God, when we understand 
the meaning of it, and yet use no endeavours to make it effectual ! 
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Ir is Saint Paul’s precept, that whatsoever we do, we should do ali 
ty the glory of Ged. And how can we glorify our heavenly Father, 
ore than by bringing up tis poorer cluldrea, whom he hath cou- 
mitted to our care, in his knowledge and fear?) Or how can we 


dishouour him mere tn this world, than by suffering them to remain 


auer ignorance, and the practice of such abominations as are 
chly offensive to him, when it is so much in our power to do 


herwise 

Cheistiaus are called a Royal Priesthoo l; and Christ is suid to 
hace made us kings aid Priesis unto God 3 to set betore us both the 
eward and employment, If, therefore, we would rergn with him 
is Amys in heaven, we must serve him as Priests here upon earth ; 
otouly by offertag hiw the spiriual sacrifices of praise and thanks- 
viving, but hy doing the office of spiritual instructors and teachers 
iy our own houses, and preparing the way of the Lord in the hearts 
and affeetious of our children and servants. 

Servants are d.rected by Saint Paul to acorn the doctrine of God 
their Saviour im all things, Are masters, then, under no such obli- 
gation?) Hoth God given them so wueh greater authority, such 
vast aivautage of power and means above their servants, without 
requiriag a proportionable care in the use of this power, and these 
nevus! Uf each servant by himself is commanded tn all his beva- 
yiour to demean himself so as to be an ornament to the religion he 
professeth, ts it not plain, that masters and mistresses are equally 
b und to see that thetr families be so regulated, at least, as to bring 
no reproach upon that holy doctrine they have received frou God 
thar Saviour?) But how this can be done without proper tustruction, 
or bow Christian practice can be, where Christian principles are 
santing, [ must own L cannot comprehend. It is certain, that 
wicked people of any sort, reflect a great dishonour, both upon the 
family and profession they belong to: And people are very apt to 
julge of the principles of the (haster, by the general behaviour of 
the servants; though after all they may be muah mistaken in both 
ceses. Butit must be allowed, that a general misbehaviour among 
the servants belonging to any family, is a shrewd sign of a want of 
good discipline in their superiors. If therefore we have any due 
regard, either fer our own credit, or the honour of that holy doc- 
true we profess, we will surely not only endeavour in our own 
persons, but also in the instruction and regulation of our servants, 
to be an ornament to our profession, and a blessing to those whom 
Providence hath placed under us. 

It is really a melancholy reflection, that in a country like this, 
where such numbers of people, professing the purest doctrines of 
christianity, have beeu so long settled, the Christian religion hath 
been no farther propagated among its ancient heathen inhabitants, 
many of which dwell in the midst of us, yet remain as much 
heathens as if the sun of righteousness had not as yet risen upon it, 
and the light of thes gospel had never reached these distant shores. 
y 4 1 ° Is it not a sad and griev- 


ous reproach, that we have made them no better return for the 
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plenteous land they have given upto us, and the valuable settlemen: 
we have obtained from them, than teaching them oar vices, and y). 
troducing luxury, drunkenness and debauchery among thew, with. 
out any One public attempt, any resolved steady measures takes 
for shewing them how to be huppy indeed, aud pointing out to yey 
the way to a far better country than that we have received from 
them? Batis it not yet a sadder and more grievous reproach to ys 
that so many poor creatures, whose liberties and very lives are in oy) 
hands, whose whole labour is bestowed upou us; whe live withiy 
our own dwellings, and daily feed at our tabies, should be tiuyei 
litthe more of our religion, than if they had rematwed in the he le 
then, barbarous, countries from whence they were brougit for our 
service and benefit. 

If a master or mistress, tn a plentiful country, abounding with 
all the necessaries of life, should keep slaves in a starving condition, 
without allowing them meat, or clothing, or shelter to le under: 
but put them under a necessity of picking up a living as well as 
they could without any assistance towards it, or abating avy part of 
their time and labour for that purpose: would not all mankind ery 
out shame at such inhuman and cruel treatment? Aad shall yor 
we be ashamed, in a Christian country, where the gospel is so plen- 
teously shed abroad, to keep our slaves in ignorance and blinduess, 
denying them spiritual food and nourishmeut to their souls? Or, 
what amounts to much the same, leaving them to pick it up among 
their fellow servants, who are as blind aud iguorant as themselves, 
and as ready to fall into a ditch ;—or else to get it, if they can, at 
Church, supposing they should have the grace and inclination to go 
there of their own accord: and where, for want of some instruc- 
tiou in the first principles of Christianity, nine parts in teu of what 
they hear must needs be unintelligibie to them? If it were !ett to 
our own choice whether we would perish with hunger, or be damo- 
ed to all eternity, and that we were laid under an absolute necessity 
of doing the one or the other.—would we not think it a dreadiul 
case? For to die of famine is most wretched! And damuation' 
it is not to be thought of without the utmost shock and horror!— 
Yet surely, the odds are infinitely great: and the least due retlec- 
tion must needs determine us to the laying down of the body in 
pain and misery for a short season, rather than to give up body and 
soul to certain torment and destruction for ever and ever! Apply 
this, now, to the case of our slaves: and say, whether it would be 
more cruel and inhuman in us, to let them perish here for want of 
such necessaries of life as we have plenty of in our hands; orto 
suffer their souls to starve amidst an harvest of God’s word, and ior 
want of that nurture and admonition of the Lord, which ts easte! 
come by, and costs less in furnishing, than the meanest piece o! 
clothing they put on? 

If our servants neglect or refuse to give us that which is just and 
equal, the law hath given us power to correct and force them to do 
it. But if we refuse them that which is just and equal, where ts 
their remedy ? In cases which concern their souls, and upon whic! 
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heir eternal welfare depends, there is no earthly court in which 
they can have redress: This is a matter in which conscience is 
purely concerned, and w here no human jurisdiction takes place. 
Masters have all the authority, servants none, ‘To whom much is 
sven, of him shall much be required: Aud by how wach less hus 
mat remedies are wanting, by so much the more does divine justice 
aterpose. “To whom then are owners of slaves answerabic '—be- 
fre whom shall they account for their behaviour as such, but the 
Lor tol heaven and earth, whe is veo respecter of persoas, and who 
prigetiy the cause of the poor aud weedy, and him that hath no 
heloer? Uf, therefore, we deny to these poor creatures any of their 
dues, and especially such as relate to their future happiness, shall 
they uot have recourse to the court of God's equity wu heaven, 
where their complaints will be impartially heard; where masters 
and servants shall one day appear face to face; and where strict 
justice will be done them, without the least favour or affection? 
Uf U (saith holy Job) did dospise the cause of my man-servant, or 
of my maid-servant, when they contended with me: What shall [ 
do when Ged rises up? And when he visiteth, what shall | answer 
hin? Did not he that made me in the womb, make him? and cid 
not one fashion us in the womb? And masters are directed, in the 
text, to give that which rs just and equal to their servants, from tuis 
awful consideration, that they also have a master im heaven. 

Our slaves are as so many talents put into our hands. They are 
God’s own property, and intrusted to us by our heavenly Master, 
that we may make use of and tmprove them. When, therefore, 
after a long time our Lord cometh to reckon with us, and inquire 
what use we bave put them to, and we shall say, Lord, we have 
mode them able servants, and have taught them to work iw the field 
and in the house, aod to earn their bread honestly by the libour of 
their hands, and the sweat of their brows: do we think that this 
will be satisfactory 2 Cau we suppose that no more will be required 
of us?) Alas! my brethren, ts not this literally saying that we have 
buried our talents in the earth; that we have sunk them in our 
grounds?) And Uneed not, surely repeat, what a dreaful sentence is 
pronouneed against such wicked, slothful, unprofiiable servants, as 
liy out all upon this world, and take vo care to return our heavenly 
Master his own with usury. Tf we are profitable, it is ouly to our- 
selves and to our worldly affairs; but, in respect of him, are as ab- 
solutely unprofitable as if those precious talents bad been hid in the 
earth, and no use at all made of them. 

Charity is so essential to the very being of true religion, that Chris- 
tianity cannot subsist without it: for which reason, Sait Peter 
recommends it to us above all things. Above all things, (saith he) 
have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity covereth a mul- 
titude of sins. As every man hath received the good gifi, even so 
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. And hence it is that in the 25th chapter of St. Mate 
thew, (where our Saviour describes that awful day, when be shall 
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plenteous land they have given upto us, and the valuable settlement 
we have obtained from them, than teaching them oar vices, aud Te 
troducing luxury, drunkenness and debauchery amoung them, with. 
out any Oue public attempt, any resolved steady measures takey 
for shewing them how to be huppy indeed, and pointing out to hewn 
the way to a far better country than that we have received (yoy, 
them? Batis it not yet a sadder and more grievous reproach to ys 
that so many poor creatures, whose liberties and very lives are in ou 
hands, whose whole labour is bestowed upon us; who live withiy 
our own dwellings, and daily feed at our tabies, should be tue 
littke more of our religion, than if they had remaiwed in the he. 
then, barbarous, countries from whence they were brougit for our 
service aud benefit. : 

If a master or mistress, in a plentiful country, abounding with 
all the necessaries of life, should keep slaves in a starving condition, 
without allowing them meat, or clothing, or shelter to le under; 
but put them under a necessity of picking un a livenw oo gat 


~ == <a aarnrrnnenaminity 
and as ready to tall into a ditch ;—or else to get it, if they can, at 
Church, supposing they should have the grace and inclination to go 
there of their own accord: and where, for want of some instrue- 
tiou in the first principles of Christianity, nine parts in teu of what 
they hear must needs be unintelligibie to them? Tf it were fet to 
our own choice whether we would perish with hunger, or be damn- 
ed to all eternity, and that we were laid under an absolute necessity 
of doing the one or the other.—would we not think it a dreadtul 
case? For to die of famine is most wretched! And damuation' 
it is not to be thought of without the utmost shock and horror!— 
Yet surely, the odds are infinitely great: and the least due retlee- 
tion must needs determine us to the laying down of the body in 
pain and misery for a short season, rather than to give up body and 
soul to certain torment and destruction for ever and ever! Apply 
this, now, to the case of our slaves: and say, whether it woul: be 
more cruel and inhuman in us, to let them perish here for want of 
such necessaries of life as we have plenty of in our hands; or to 
suffer their souls to starve amidst an harvest of God’s word, and so! 
want of that nurture and admonition of the Lord, which is east 
come by, and costs less in furnishing, than the meanest piece o! 
clothing they put ou? 

If our servants neglect or refuse to give us that which is just and 
equal, the law hath given us power to correct and force them to do 
it. But if we refuse them that which is just and equal, where ts 
their remedy ? In cases which concern their souls, and upon whic!) 
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heir eternal welfare depends, there is no earthly court in which 
they can have redress: This is a matter in which conscience is 
purely concerned, and w here no human jurisdiction takes place. 
Masters have all the authority, servants none. ‘To whom much is 
viven, of him shall much be required: Aud by how much less bus 
~' » remedies are wantiog, by so much the more does divine justice 
wterpose. “To whom then are owners of slaves answerabic !—be- 


fore whom shali they account for their behaviour as such, but the 
Lord ol heaven aud earth, whe is vo respecter of persoas, and who 
migeti) the cause of the poor aud ueedy, and him that hath no 
heloce? If, therefore, we deny to these poor creatures any of their 
dues, and especially such as relate to their future happivess, shall 
they uot have recourse to the court of God’s equity to heaven, 
where their complaints will be impartially heard; where masters 
and servants shall one day appear face to face; and where strict 
iwstice Will be done them, without the least favour or affection? 


f I fepith hele Job) dil do susco che 





—— owe war renvenry Master, 
PW inay make use of and improve them. When, therefore, 
after a long time our Lord cometh to reckon with us, and inquire 
what use we have put them to, and we shall say, Lord, we have 
mide them able servants, and have taught them to work 1 the field 
and in the house, aod to earn their bread bonestly by the libour of 
their hands, and the sweat of their brows: do we think that this 
will be satisfactory ? Cau we suppose that no more will be required 
of us?) Alas! my brethren, is not this lnerally saying that we have 
buried our talents in the earth; that we have sunk them in our 
grounds?) And Uneed not, surely repeat, what a dreaful sentence is 
pronouneed against such wicked, slothful, unprofitable servants, as 
liy out all upon this world, and take no care to return oar heavenly 
Master his own with usury. Tl we are profitable, itis ouly to our- 
selves and to our worldly affairs; but, in respect of him, are as ab-« 
solutcly unprofitable as if those precious talents bad been bid in the 
earth, and no use at all made of them. 

Charity is so essential to the very being of true religion, that Chris- 
ianity cannot subsist without it: for which reason, Saint Peter 
recommends it to us above all things. Above all things, (saith he) 
have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity covereth a mul- 
titude of sins. As every man hath received the good gifi, even so 
minister the same one to another, as good stewards of the manifold 
grace of God. And hence it is that in the 25th chapter of St. Mate 
thew, (where our Saviour describes that awful day, when he shall 
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come in his glory, and all his holy angels with him, and all nations 
shall be gathered before him, sittiog on the throne of judgment,) the 
kingdom of heaven is said to be given to such as sball have per. 
formed works of mercy and charity; such as feeding the hungry, 
giving drink to the thirsty, receiving the siranger, clothing the na. 
ked, and visiting and cow forting the sick, and the prisoner: Ayd 
the dreadful sentence, which dooms the wicked to that everlastne 
fire whieh wos prepared for the devil and his angels, ts pronounced 
upon them for ther want of charity, and neglect of performing 
these works of merey and piety. Ht, then, these acts of Kindness, 
done to the bodies of strangers and poorer neighbours, have such 
a glorious reward, and the vegleect of them, when we have Oppor- 
tuuiv, drags so beavy a punishment after un, how great must be 
the reward of saving poor souls, aod how horrible the sentence of 
those that cause, or sutfer them to perish!) The poor and the needy 
are Christ’s own representatives; they bave a demand upon us 
ic his name, for ali <ach deedsof love and benevolence as we have 
power aud opportunity to pay thea 2 and if we slight the demand 
we become debtors to God’s eternal justice for the vegleet of pay 
met. If we, then, by being Christian masters, are uo more than 
stewards of the manifold grace of God, and are required to mio- 
ister the same to others as freely as we have received the good 
gift, how shall we look our Master in the face when he summons 
us by death to give an account of our stewardship? And what a ter- 
rible syvht must it be, to sce a number of these unhappy creatures 
drawn up against us in judgment, witnessing that the loss of their 
poor souls was owing to ovr want of care and charity forthem, calling 
aloud for the justice of heaven; and to hear the judge pronoune- 
ing the concl sion of that awful and tremendous sentence, Verily | 
say unto vou inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of there 
my brethren, ye did it not to me. Depart—depart from me, ye 
cursed ! 

Let these powerful considerations, my dear Christian brethren, sink 
deep tnto our minds: Let them awaken us to a due sense of what 
we owe our heavenly Master, in return for the blessings and talents 
he hath put into our hands. Let them prevail over oar prejudices 
and mistukes, and convince us, that itis not only a great, but an 
indispensable duty of all masters and mistresses, to bring up thei 
slaves in the knowledge and fear of Almighty God. Let us not only 
hearken to them with our outward ears, but earnestly pray that they 
may be so grafted inwardly in our hearts, as to bring forth, by his 
grace, the good fruits of Christianity, vot only in our own, but in 
the lives of our poor benighted slaves: so that we and they may 
adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour in all things while we remain 
here, and hereafter be rece:ved as part of his heusebold, into those 
mansions of endless joy and felicity, which he bath prepared for all 
those who, under any denomination, or in any station of life what 
sovver, (whether master or servant, rich or poor, prince or slave) 
shall have behaved on eurth, as becomes the true and faithful ser- 
vants of our great aud universal Master in heaven. 
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Which mav God of his infinite merey accomplish in us and them, 
by the grace and assistance of his Holy Spirit, for the sake of hat 
well beloved Son, who went about doing guod to the souls aud bude 
ies of men, Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.—.imen, 


—-208—- 
INTERESTING AND INSTRUCTIVE. 

The valuable character of the receuthy published work “Life of 
Bishop Hobart, by the Rev. Dr. Berrian,” ts well illustrated by the 
following extracts, to which Lf have affixed titles, O. S. 
On Original Sin: ina letter fromthe Rev. fdr. Wollock of Savannah. 

“The question so bitterly agitated between our Churches on the 
qu stion of original sin, has been the subject of my meditation fer 
some time past; and you will, perhaps, smile when LT tel! you, that 
| have found myself obliged to renounce the sentiments of the rigid 
Cuvivists. The doctrine of imputation, as held by them, appears 
ty me inconsistent with the justice of God. LT can very readily 
orant, that, in Cousequence of the sin of Adam, mankind should 
become subject to temporal death, since immortality was not a debt 
but a free gift, and we could have no claim te i, though we had 
remamed forever innocent. | can likewise allow that mankind 
have bence received a moral taint and infection, by whieh they 
hive a propensity to sin; bat my mud revolts from the idea, that 
| should be sentenced by a God of justice and mercy to an eternity 
of misery, because of the transgressions of one who sinned before 
] was born, and in a capacity of knowing or hindering what he did, 
On this ground I think we may both meet.” 


On Prayer Meetings in private houses: remarks by Bishop Hobart. 


“No opinion is more unfounded than that there ts a deticiency as 
to the means of pious instruction and devotion in the forms of our 
Church. She has provided daily morning and evening prayer; and 
hence her ministers, when circumstances admit and require, can 
assemble their flocks for any purposes of Christian edifi-ation, not 
ouly daily, but twice in the day, aud lead their devotions to heaven 
in pravers, to the use of which he hath bound bimself by the most 
solemu obligations, and than which surely no one of her ministers 
will presume to think that he ean inake better. Bat to suppose that 
our Church, while she thus furnishes public edifices for the celebri- 
tion of the social devotion of her members, warrants their meeting 
elsewhere, except where peculiar circumstances, in the waut of a 
building, or in the size of a parish, render it necessary ; or to sup- 
pose that while she thus fully provides in ber institutions for the 
Christian edification of her members, she thinks it cun be necessa- 
ry for this purpose to have recourse to private meetings, the devouons 
of which tend to disparage the liturgy, and eventual'y to lesseu the 
relish for its fervent but well-ordered services, would be to impute 
to her the strange policy of introducing into her own bosom the 
principles of disorder and schism, and, perhaps, of heresy aud en- 
thusiasm.” 
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On Preaching “the Gospel:” in a Letter to Bishop Hobart from, 
the Rev, Mr. Faber, author of the celebrated work on the Proph: cies 


“Tu any legitimate sense of the phrase, no person can say that 
you at least do not preach the gospel. For, in reality, what ys 
preaching the gospel? Tecan annex no other intelligible idea to the 
phrase, than that of enforcing Constian duties upou Christian prin. 
ciples. These two are united by God in his word; and whenese; 
Man presumes to separate them, mischief inevitably follows. |; 
we preach doctrines without duties, we effectually do litle better 
than adininister the anodynes of Antinomiauism; if we preach du- 
ties without doctrines, we are vainly labouring to build a house 
without laying a foundation. Ido not think that either of these 
mutilated stvles of preaching can be truly destguated as a frithfyl 
preaching of the gospel; each, though in aa opposite way, swerves 
from declaring the whole counsel of God.” 


On Clerical Associations for Worship and Edification: quoted from 
the history of the Church of England, in tue reigas of shizabeth 
and Charles 1. 

* At that time, according to the account of Fuller, it was cus- 
tomary for “the ministers of the same precinct, by their own ap- 
pointment, to meet at the principal place therein. The jumor di- 
vine went first into the pulpit, and for balf au hour, more or less, 
treated upon a portion of Seripture, formally, by a joint agreement 
assigned unto him. Alter him four or five more, observing their 
seniority, successively dilated on the same text. At last a grave 
divine, appotnted on purpose, made tne ‘closing sermon,’ and atier- 
wards delivered his remarks upon the discourses of the rest. ‘Then 
all was ended, as it began, with a solemn prayer, and at a public 
refection of those ministers, the next time of their meeting was 
appotnted, text assigned, preachers were deputed, a new mode- 
rato: elected, or the old one continued, and so all were dismissed. 
These prophesyings, as they were called, were atlended with mani- 
foid evils, a departure from the established ritual of the Church, 
an unbecoming rivalry among the clergy, the depression of modest 
merit in those ministers who ‘were profitable preachers in their 
private parixshes, but who were loth to appear in this puble way, 
which made them undeservedly slighted and neglected by others; 
the encouragement of vanity in many young men, who having 
*more boldness than learning, readiness than solidity, carried away 
the credit, to the great disheartening of those of more age avd 
ability ;’ ‘jarring and personal reflections,’ which often disturbed 
the harmony of thir concert of preachers, impertinent excursions 
from their text, to inveigh against the discipline and government of 
the Cnurch,’ and various other inconveniencies, which made them 
prejudici»] to the ordinary services of the sanctuary on the Lord's 
day, and to the interests of true religion and virtue.” 

To this extract, Bishop Hobart added: “It is to be observed, 
that as these prophesyings were public, and those of the Clerical 
association private, the above remarks will not apply to the latter. 
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The attentive observer, however, will not fail to see in ‘how manv 
respects,’ they ‘are strictly applicable.” 
i 


ON RELIGIOUS EXCITEMENT. 


E irnestly do we urge TH Upon parents, ministers and instructors ot 


youth, to keep a constant guard against the first inroads of all im- 
pe ver over excitement. L have constantly remarked that those 
who 1 the beginuing of their religious Course, are drawn from the 
paths of sobriety and troth, however soon they may reture frou 
their first eccentricittes, will go off again on the first tem uptay my, 
and very late, at all, become what TTA properly be called st ady 
characters in religion.—Christian Observer. 
- woe 
ON RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. 

In the following extracts from a letter of the Rev. Professor 
Miller, there as nothing new, nothing that has not beeu said by 
bishops and other winisters of our Chureh agate and again. But 
such important truths deserve to be repeated, and, per aps, there 
are some persons who will be influenced by a concurrence of senti- 
ment in different denominations. Wherever the word Prostiyterian 
occurs below, substitute Episcopalian, and we say amen tothe whole. 


“Children are the hopes of the Church as well as of the State, 
Of course, if they are not prepared to come tu, and toke th places 
of their pareuts, When they cease from their labours, by whom si all 
we expect the purity and activity of the body of Cliist to be sus 
turned % 

It is deeply to be regretted that this negligence has so far obtained 
inwany of the Churches of our denomination in the United States, 
lu this day of Christian zeal and effort, it would seem as if in meny 
of our Churches, the faithial training of young people inthe knows 
ledge of scriptural doctrine, were more and more declining. ‘The 
excellent compends of gospel doctrine, sanctioned and carefully 
tanuht by our fathers, ure in a great measure neglected, as there is 
reason to fear, by many pastors and Charch sessions. The general 
principles of religion only, which are common to all Protestant 
devominations, are imparted to our youth, aud that in a superficial 
manner, and the whole system of instruction so conducted as to 
leave them destitute of any distinguishing views of doctrine or 
order; and to train them up io that ignerance of discriminating 
gospel trath, which will prepare them to be ‘carried about by every 
wind of doctrine,’ or perhaps, in the end, *o be drawn away from 
all the fundamental principles of our holy religion, and allured, it 
may be, into open infidelity. 

[ am aware that many serious people profess to be of the opinion, 
that it is improper to pre-oceupy the winds of children with any 
particalar mode of religious belief. They allege that they ought 
to be taught to believe in the Christian religion; to read the Bible; 
and to reverence those general docirines of the Gospel in which all 
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Christians agree; but that instilling into their minds the peculiarities 
of any one desiomination, ts adapted to fillthem wih prejudices, syd 
to interfere with that impartial examination of the relative claims of 
all denominations, which wt will be incumbent upon thea to nnake 
when they reach mature age, and begin to take their stand in the 
Church of God. However specious this plea may appear to the view of 
soine, it will by no weans stand the test either of Common sense oy 
scriptural examination, Will any contend that ti ts Linproper e 
pre-oceupy the minds of our children with avy kind of truth? 4. 
it improper to instil inte their minds, with the earhest: dawy of 
reason, and anterior to all experience, that fire will burn th as 
that if they fall into deep water, they will be drowned; that 'yii¢ 
is infamous; and that if they commit theft or murder, they will be 
punished?) Would it not be highly desirable that the deepost in. 
pressions of these truths and of a hundred others which we exyyot 
enumerate, should be made on their minds as early as possiblet 
Could any wise parent desire that his children should be Kept iq 
ignorance of these things, ander the netion that he did not wish 
him to be filled with prejudices—until he acquired the knowledge of 
them by painful and perilous experience? Surely vet. Woul! | 
not rather say, that the more completely he could fill his youthful 
mind with the knowledge of errors and dangers, and with a desire 
to avoid them, the better? Precisely so is it with regard to | 
moral and religious errors. If our children were always ine!}ined 
by nature, to embrace and obey the trurh, our constant efforts to 
explain and recommend it, would be less important. But the fat 
is just the reverse, ‘Their invariable tendency, left tu themselves, is 
to errer rather than truth. Coomon sense. then, tells us that the 
more completely we can put them on their guard against every 
species of mistake and danger; and the more entirely we can fill 
their minds with truth, that is, with just apprehensions of the God 
who made them, of their own character, and of the way of duty 
and happiness; the more we shall be likely to promote their saf-ty 
and enjoyment. If this were in all cases successfully done, how 
many fulse steps; how many aching hearts; how many disgrace ‘ul 
falls, on the part of children and youth might be prevented? Ac- 
cordingly, the Scriptures, with peculiar solemnity and force, enjoin 
upon us this duty. The inspired command is, ‘train up a elild in 
the way that he should go, and when he is old he will not depart 
from it.” Surely, even prejudices in favour of truth and righteous 
ness will be so fur from wjuring our children, that if we ceo jo-tl 
them into their minds beforehand, and thus forestal the allurements 
of error, we shall confer upon them a rich aud lasting benefit. Nay, 
tu omit this, is as cruel as it is unwise. 

Not ooly ure parents, then, bound as far as possible, to guard their 
children against error, avd to fill their minds with what they deem 
just sentiments, on all important subjects, and especially on sti he 
jects of the most vital importance, as early as they are capab ile 
of receiving them; but the Church also, ns such, is bound to see 
that this momentous trust is fauhfully discharged by her appro 
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officers,——by instructing and stimilatiog parents to perform 


; liv; by dthgenutly couducting Bible-classes ; by causing the 
(-choms of the Chureh to be carefully coumiued to IneMory, 
oe statediy revated by all the children under her supervision; by 
nm keg the Sabtbath School instruction as rch and faithful as 
possibies and, tm short, by the diligent use of all suitable ineans, 
rotecn ap Children and youth in au enlightened attachmenr to 
tuese priperpies of doetrine and order which the Cnurebh, their 


moral mother, beheves to be taught and enjoned in the: woid of 
God I: is really distressing to observe in how m my ot our 
( arches this great dury is almost eutirely neglected. The noble 
Carechisims, whieh our Fathers publicly adopted, and placed among 
out Pormulartes, as manuals for the tustruction of youth, have 
iy a great measure passed out of view in hundreds of congrega- 
tiows nouunally Presbyterian. Indeed, the false liberality of the 
present day has taken -o s.rong a beld of many serious minds, 10 
our communion, that they turn away, with fixed purpose, from these 
doctrinal manuals whech the Church bas sanctioned, as contracted 
andobvselere; aud thiek uw right, upon principle, to pat nothing in- 
to the bands of their children but tvose general and superticial 
compeuds which are equally adapted to all denominations, and 
which, of course, will inculeate none of the peculiarities of their 
own. The consequenee is, that these childrea grow up without any 
intelligent acquaimtance with the distinguishing tenets of the Church 
of their fathers, and of course without any motive or disposition to 
athere tothem. Hence, when they come to adult years, they are 
just as ap! to go off to other societies, and sometimes to those of the 
most corupt character, as to remain Presbyterians. [If we wish our 
clildren to become Pe I iviaus, Universalists, or Socinians, we can- 
no tike a course more direcily adapted to attain the object, than to 
adont the plan just mentioned; to instruct them in some general 
prnesples only of our common Christianity, leavang them under all 
the disadvantages of inexperience, and all the ardor of youthful 
appetite and passion; to spell out the distinguishing system of doc- 
trine and order with which they ought to counect themselves. In 
this situation, they will not only be liable to go astray, but the pro- 
bodility is that they will make a wrong choice, perhaps a fatally 
wrong one. Tf we could unfold the history of many Presbyterian 
fiuvlies, we should, no doubt, find the entire abandonment of the 
s-coud generation to moral and religious error, and their deplora- 
ble suipwreck of the advantages transmitted to them by their pa- 
Telis, munifestiy attributable to the want of enlightened fidelity on 
the part of those parents, in regard to religious instruction. If in- 
telligent: Christians will vot laborionsly endeavour to pre-occupy 
the minds of their children with discriminating truth, it will be 
found that, long before they arrive at the age in which they are capa- 
ble of m ching an enlightened inquiry, and an impartial choice of 
8 reliyious system for themselves, they will be apt to have gifibibed 
prejudices and formed connexions, from which, you migh well 
hupe to bend the mature oak of the forest, as to think of turning 





cian nntthiiig® 0 
ee 










ao em tO 


ee Be 












fait 






a 





A om, 
y< ~ 
























ae ee SE PSE ig 





— 
—— 









304 On Religious Education. [Vet. 


them. “The idea of leaving our children to choose their relivioy 
when they come to muure age, is of all delusions one of the Most 
unreasonable and fatal. Every child of apostate Adam, f repeat, ig 
by nature a heretic, and if left to himself, will protaily take so.ye 
heretical course; and long before the age of totetligent inquiry 
arrives, may be irrecoverably sold, by his depraved propensities, io 
fatal error, 

I would say, then, to every Presbyterian parent—* If you desire 
your children to be happy, bere and hereafter, or the Church to 
which vou belong to prosper, farhfully train them up, frow: their 
mother’s lap, in’ that system of gospel truth and order which you 
verily believe to be taught in the word of God. But be not ©». 
tented with mere doctrinal instruction, Take unwearied paius to 
instil tute their minds the sentiments of practical prety. Pra’ with 
them, and for them, and teach them to pray! Not only warn the il, 
but restrain them from plunging into those uuhallowed amusements 
which the children of this world love, but which are deeply hostile 
to all real religion. Be not afraid of the charge of * sectariinisin,’ 
If by ‘sectarianisin’ be meant a strict adherence to Seriptural 
Chrivtianttv, | hope you will not shrink from the charge, but rother 
glory in being yourselves, and in traming up your children to be 
such ‘sectarians’ as the apostles and primitive Christians were, 
And to every Presbyterian pastor and elder | would sav—* As ever 
you wish the Church committed te your charge to grow in seid, 
enlightened piety, and to be built up under your watehful labours, 
besiow unwearied attention on the children of the Church. Ef you 
consider yourselves as witnesses for Clirist, leave vo effort unapphied 
to train up all the youth conmmitted to your care to be equally titel 
ligent and fanhful witnesses. For this purpese, bring them all as 
early and as thoroughly as possible under the inspection andl tnstruc- 
tion of the Church. Putthe Bible into their hands, and teach them 
to revere and study it as the word of God, the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice. Put into their hands also those Catechisins, 
and other digested summaries of Bible truth, which the Church hes 
sanctioned as manuals of elementary Christian knowledye, that their 
memories may be stored with gospel doctrine in such plaim and 
simple form as will be likely never to be forgotten. Eucleavour to 
make them familiar with some of the soundest and best treatises on 
doctrinal «and practical religion. Let the instructions of the Sub- 
bath School, too, be so conducted under your parental eye, as to 
minister tothe same end. Never allow that institution, so trans- 
cendantly important to the rising generation, to pass from your con- 
tro! intodrresponsible and capricious hands. But ever keep it wader 
the eye and the guidance of the pastor-and Church session, aud see 
that all its instructions be sound and edifying. In short, let you! 
aim be.to train up the children committed to your care, not as 
bigots but as enlightened Presbyterians. Teach them to exercise the 
most @rdial charity toward all of every name who bear the mnage 
of Clifist; but peculiarly to venerate and love the Church in which 
they were born and baptized, aud whose interest they are bound 
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assiduously to promote. There is no part of your offiicial duty to 
the Church of God more lwportant, or more likely to produce a rich 
reward of the most precious fruit, than that which is here recom- 
mended, Other denominations around us are taking unwearied pains 
to produce an enlightened attachment on the part of their children 
to the religious Connexions of their parents; and if we negleet to 
imitate their example, while they are built up, we shall be ‘ scattered 
and peeled,’ and our beloved children become the prey of every vain 
delusion. ° ° © ° .- 

Ou every side enemies and corruptors of the truth, and of course, 
enemies and corruptors of souls, abound. They are in jeopardy 
every hour; but have neither the knowledge nor the experience to 
meet it with safety to therr best interests. They ought, therefore, 
to be sent to no institutions, the conductors of which differ essen- 
tially from us in their views of Gospel truth, and will be likely to 
draw them away from the religion of their fathers. He is an infa- 
uated mau who commits bis children to such hands. ‘ Parents must 
luv up fortheir children,’ in a moral and religious, as well as a tem- 
poral sense, or they will probabsy, be undone. With respeetto those 
parents who have no concern about their own religious tnterests, we 
cannot wonder that they have no anxiety in regard to those of their 
children. As little cau we be surprised, that those who consider the 
prosperity of the Church as a matter of small momeut, should be 
reluctant to make any sacrifice of convenience or inelimation forthe 
sake of preparing their children to be sound and usefulul members 
of that hallowed body. But that professing Christians, who claim 
tv love Carist, to love his Church, and to feel in any measure as they 
ought for the everlasting welfare of their children: should permit 
themselves, in providing for the education of those children, deli- 
berately to prefer the ornamental, to the useful part of their training ; 
and to select seminaries and teachers, upon the avowed principle 
of making their moral and religious, subordinate to their literary 
culture—is indeed humiliating! Never shall U forget the lamentation 
of one whom I must consider as a pious parent, who mourned over 
the deplorable consequences of such a course,—and said, in all the 
bitterness of self-reproach—* Alas! my unhappy mistake! [ have 
been supremely intent on the literary improvement and fashionable 
accomplishments of my son, when I ought to have regarded, first of 
all, his moral and religious principles. | was ambitious of having 
him great, when iny highest desire ought to have been that he should 
be good. Upon this unchristian plan I acted; and now I fear he is 
ruined for both worlds!” 


—>>-—. 
NECESSITY OF DIVINE ASSISTANCE TO THE PREACHER. 
[From Robert Hall’s Works ] 


“On the one hand it deserves attention, that the most eminent 
ind successful preachers of the Gospel in different communities, a 
GOS. MESS. VOL. X. 38 
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Brainard, a Baxter and and a Schwartz, have been the most coy. 
spicuous for a simple dependence upon spiritual aid; aud on the 
other, that no success whatever has attended the ministrations of 
those by whom this doctrine has been either neglected or deyied. 
They have met with such a rebuke of their presumption, in the 
total failure of their efforts, that none will contend for the rea ity of 
divine interposition as far as they are concerned; for when has 
‘the arm of the Lord been revealed’ to those pretended teachers of 
Christianity who believe there is no such arm? We wust leave thea 
to lubour in a field, respecting which God has commanded the 
clouds not to rain upon it. As if conscious of this of late they have 
turned their efforts into a new channel, and, desparing of the cop- 
version of sinners, have confined themselves to the seduction of the 
faithful; in which it must be confessed, they have acted in a man- 
ner perfectly consistent with their principles; the propagation of 
heresy requiring, at least no divine assistance.” 
ee aoe 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
THE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 

In the Protestant Episcopalian for September, are some strictures 
on the * Temperance Society,” which Lam induced to notice partly 
as a friend to that Society, and to truth, (averse of course to inc ls 
clusive reasoning) but principally to prevent the possible impression 
that Episcopalians, without exception, are unfavourable to that in- 
stitution. ‘ The Temperance Society have presumed (I quote from 
“the writer) on the ground of moral duty to prohibit the woderate 
“use of certain articles. Intoxicating drinks are prohibited by the 
* "Temperance Society. They would institute a hucanly devised 
*iweasure of haman duty. Nothing is immoral which God has not 
“declared to be so. Let us be suspicious of those who command us. 
* Christian men are not justified in banding together for the estab- 
* fishment of any other standard thau such as is there (in Seripture) 
* revealed. 

The answer to all this is, the Society is a voluntary association. 
It prohibits nothing—decides no cases of conscience— pronounces 
no rule of morality—issues no commands—establishes no standard. 
1 refer to the constitution, What individual members or orators 
may say is one thing. The Society is respousibie for its collective 
acts only. Such dicta, as those above, the Society has never uttered. 
If our writer intends to condemn the making resolutions in one’s 
own mind, or forming associations in support of such resolutions, 
that is another question, but it is averred that the charge varied 10 
form, and so often repeated, as quoted above, cannot be sustaiued. 
When the proofs are brought forward they can be considered. 

“Tam about to establish the position that it is not a Christian 
man’s duty to unite himself to its cause.” The Society inviles, 
asserts it has done good, and that its design is good, but when did 1! 
say that it was a man’s duty to join it? =‘ The Temperance Society 
fis a body of men banded together for the purpose of instituting 
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, rule . morality—of establishing a standard upon a point of 
oablie morals.” Where is the article of the constitution, or the 
yore ar any meeting of the Society which warrants the above charge. 
Whea has the Society said “ moderate drinking” is asin. True, to 
break a pr ymise is a Sin, but that is another matte r. 

“Does the Scripture sustain the fundamental article of total ab- 

‘stim nce on which that Society rests?” [ answer, yes. First by 
precept “If any man will come after me let him deny himself” 
that is, even cratitications in themselves lawful, if unfavourable to 
our religious Knowledge, or practice. 1 presume no one wiil » ay 
self dental is not a Christian duty. Another precept “Take heed 
lest by any means this liberty of yours become a stumbling to them 
that are weak ’—that is, use not your liberty, if by so doing, there 
is great probability you would le ad your brother to sin. We have 
ex uple also tn favour of total abstinence. ‘The Rechsbites made 
this vow “*we will drink oo wine,” and gave as a reason, ** for our 
ful er commanded us, saying, ye shall drink no wine, neither ye 
nor your sons forever.” ‘The Scriptures, to say the least, du not 
coudemu that Temperance Association. 

Otner examples : the mother of Sampson wis comurimnded to 

“dank wo wine ner strong drink,” Sampson was commanded to 
“hea Nezarine to God from the womb to the day of his death,” aud 
John the Baptist to “drink neither wine vor strong drink.” One 
of the vows of the Nazarites was to abstain from wine, and all in- 
toxicating liquors. This class of men are not spoken of in Serip- 
ture merely without disapprobation, but their proceedings are di- 
viucly sanctioned, as will be seen in Nambers vi. Ludeed what 
were the Nazarites but a Temperance Society?) Their vow, “total 
abstinence,” aud their “banding tog: ther” were divinely approved. 
Joho the Baptist was “a just man and a holy” and he was a Naza- 
rite, that is a member of the first ‘Temperane e Society. 

1 come now to our author’s syllogism :— the Temperance So- 
ciety have presumed to prohibit” the moderated use. ‘The Bible 
has authorized the moderated use: ‘Therefore the Society is array- 
ed in opposition ta the Bible. Now, if the minor proposition read, 
commauded instead of authorized, | could pass to the conclusion 5 
but as it stands, it is anon sequitur. If the Bible has authorized the 
use, it has authorized the non-use. And if aman may non-use, or 
abstain, so may a Seciety. And if they may abstain, they may re- 
solve to do so indefinitely, they may prohibit themselves from in- 
dulgence. Individual discretion is vot restrained by the Society any 
more than it is by the Bible, for a man may join or quit the Society 
when he pleases. But to illustrate the non sequitur, let me substi- 
‘ute Bible for Temperance Society thus: 

The Bible has prohibited the moderate use, (for instance in the 
case of the Nazarites.) The Bible has authorized the moderate 
use. Therefore the Bible is arrayed against the Bible. The dis- 
cretion granted by Scripture, and we may add the precedents in 
Scripture, justified the Society in prohibiting to themselves the mo- 
derate use. The Bible authorized them so to prohibit. There is 
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nv opposition, but a perfect consistency in the propositions. A, 4 
yet our author gives them to us again as militating thus “ Potoxic . 
ing drinks, if used without excess, were kuown and allowed D 
sacred story” (true) but the same drinks “uuder the same restyic- 
tions are prohibited by the ‘Temperance Society ” (true also, and be- 
cause the first is true.) “SIntoxteaitog drinks were allowed,’ ay 
therefore a man may lawfully tudulye or prohibit bimselt, according 
to bis discretion, which he could not do if the drinks were ep. 
joined ow tim. = His uniting with the Society does not de prive him 
of this discretion, for he can leave the Society just as he could 
change a resolction of fis own mind, if it Was a mere resoiution, 
and nota “vow unto the Lord.” 

If the Socte ty has been perve rted from its original design, and 
as intimate od. d. nounces those who will not join, or who leave it, as 
immoral, and if Churches undertake to refuse the ordinances, and 
to excommuticate, those who will not take the abstinence pledyve, 
we have only to say these new measures (new they emphatically are, 
for the Rahabites and Nazarite s, the old Temperance men, did not 
du so) have not the approbation of all the members. We devin 
them utterly wrong, and heartily wish that Casarensis aud others 
Will remoustrate against them loudly and perseveringly. We are 
for the “use” not the “abuse” of the Temperance Society priy- 
ciple. It is asked “why vot issue a sumptuary law against every 
article of dress which may possibly minister to human vanity?” 
Answer. The Temperance Society issues no jaws. But, thous) 
* extravagance in dress” is not as great an evil as intemperance, I ean 
see no objection to an individual, or an association, resolving to 
abstain from, and discountenance it. Aud so as to speech, wot ab- 
staining from its necessary use (neither does the Temperance Svci- 
ety from the necessary use of strong drink) but from the excess 
whic! leads to folly and falsehood. 

The writer harps upon “ imposing a yoke on others by moral 
compulsion.” How can this be. Canthe Temperance Society com- 
pel me to join, or prevent my leaving it, or put tts yoke on a bon- 
member? Impossible, in this free age and country. Is it suid, 
they may get the command of public opinion, and misuse this 
inighty weapon? So may any other Society. And the cbjection 
applies to all attempts to sway public opinion, Bad men will vo so, 
as tor instance, they do in relation to duelling. Tt is the pari of 
good men to endeavour to enlighten the public mind and te dinet 
it in opposition to vice and irreligion and in favour of good morals 
and piety. The possibility that moral power may be abused is no 
reason for withholding tt. And the probability of this Society ebus- 
ing its power does not seem greater than in the case of any other 
* voluntary association.” ‘The Society for encouraging the obser 
vance of the Lord’s d: iy may be abused to purposes of intoleran 
and superstition. But is that danger a valid objection to the desis 
I think not. 

The apostolical canon quoted, is against the ascetics, and is par 
allel to 1. Timothy, iv. 3. The canon does not touch the Tempe- 
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-anee Society in the letter, fur they do not interdict wine, and if in 
~ rit it condemns them, it must also every degree of self denial, and 
she refore is contrary to Scripture. St.Clirysostom we are told tavours 
the use—so does the Society, the necessary use, as a medicine tor 
the “stomach’s sake” “for him ready to perish,” but not the abuse, 
dat is the customary couvivial use which so generally leads to ex- 
cess. Whenever the Christian Church pronounces ‘the moderate 
yse ap offence against her discipline, P will adaut her “* Mahom- 
etan complexion.” Buta personal or collective determination, on 
the ground of expedteocy, not of moral duty, to abstain is another 
matter. “bo sum up these desultory remarks. The present writer 
takes the Temperance Society principle to be “ voluntary abstinence 
from ardent spirits.” He sees this self denial permiited, sanctioned, 
recommended to the holy Seriptures and net only as a personal, but 
an associated act. He adimitsthatself denial may become superstition 
and manister to sprritual pride, and that a Society for the promo- 
tion of morals may overlook the “voluntary” principle and become 
intolerant—-more, he fears, and is alarmed, by the project to make 
ab-unence “a test of ecclesiastical communion.” tut he is a 
ficod of the Society on tts original constitational principles. He 
hopes they will net be departed from, that error and ultraism will 
nov mtrade, that more and more good will be done by legitimate 
meas and by them only. “To do evil that good may come” was 
petin the view of its founders, and if any of the members are for 
taking that course they should be expelled. Their measures will 
only disgrace nud ruin the Society in the end, although temperary 
advantages and eclat might atteud them. 
OLD SCHOOL. 


 L*A- 


A PRAYER. 

The following prayer was composed and used by Dr. Samuel 
Johnson, previous to his receiving the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper, on Sunday, December 5, 17=4. He died not many days 
after. 

“Almighty and most merciful Father, | am now, as to human 
eves it seems, about to commemorate for the last time, the death of 
thy son Jesus Christ our Saviour and Redeemer. Grant, O Lord, 
that my whole hope and coufidence may be in his merits and thy 
mercy; enforce and accept my imperfect repentance; make this 
commemoration available to the confirmation of my faith, the es- 
tablishment of my hope, and the enlargement of my charity; and 
make the death of thy son Jesus Christ effectual to my redemption. 
Have mercy upon me, and pardon the multitude of my offences. 
Bless my friends; have mercy upon all men. Support me by thy 
Holy Spirit, in the days of weakness, and at the hour of death, 
and receive me at my death, to everlasting happiness, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ. —Amen.” 




































































Poetry.—Religious Intelligence. 


POETRY. 


LINES 
| Copied from the Album of a little girl, by W. €.} 


Dear child, of many a hope and prayer! 
Write in this little book 

No thought on which thou would’st not dare 
To have thy Saviour look; 

On every line, oh may he pour 
Some glimmerings of that ray, 

Which shineth ever more and more 
Unto the periect day! 


Thine be a daily growth in grace, 
Whatever else betide, 

In favour with our erring race, 
And God be on thy side; 

In gentleness and purity 
An upward path to trace, 

Till, with thine angel, thou shall see. 
In Heaven, thy father’s face. 


a 


SERVANTS. 


The poor are men 
And have their feelings brother: 
One of the best that we can show, believe me 
Is mildness to a servant. Servants, brother, 
Are born with fortune’s yoke about their necks; 
And that is galling in itself enough; 
We should not goad them underit The maste: 
Should rather cheer them in their servitude 
With kindly words—not too familiar neither; 
Bot uttered with that air which true benevolence 
Imparts to dignified humenity.—Colman. 








KELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


A new Episcopal Church.— Letters from Edisto Island, mentiou 
that a subscription has been opened, and meets with considerable 
success, for the erection of an Episcopal Church, at, or near, Wil- 
ton, in St. Paul’s Parish. 


General Theological Seminary.—Since its establishment in 1*2. 
at New. York, there have been 134 students, 8 of them from South- 
Carolina; graduated 61, matriculated but did not complete the 
course of study, 42; now at the institution 31.) In the number > 
above, we include the Rev. A. W. Marshall, Rector of St. David's, 
Cheraw, who graduated at the Institution, but whose name is omit: 
ted in the list recently published by the ‘associate alumni.”’ 
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Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society.—Vrom the Missionary 
Record tor September, we glean these facts: as to the Greek Mis- 
con, the political movements which have receutly taken place in 
creeee, are decidedly favourable to the operations of the Society in 

it quarter. Seve ral of the highest officers of the present govern- 
ve among the personal friends of the missionaries, and dis- 
poss toassist them to the utmost of their ability.” ° e 
«de the close of January of the current year, there were 235 
children in the female department. Only four mouths afterwards, 
they bad tacreased to 3003 and the missionaries say if they way 
f the future by the past, they may expect to have at least S00 


‘ 
pedis 


wig 
yuder their care.” 

As tothe Green Bay Mission, “ July 9th.—I have baptized two 
Onads children of Duck creek, in this settlement. 

* | attended the funeral of a child at Navarino, ov the morning 
of Sunday, June 30th, and preached on that occasion. 

“Ou Sunday, the 7th ist, | preached to the Queida congrega- 
tion at Dack creek, and administered the Lord's Supper to 16 com- 
municauts.” 

A letter from Key-West says, “The Island, with a population of 
six or seven hundred souls, is destitute of a minister or religious 
struction of any denomination whatever. ‘The Lord’s doy comes 
round, aad there is no solemu *Church-going bell,’ to break in upon 
the usual business thoughts of the week. There ts no Sunday 
school, although there are a sufficient number of children to torm 
quite a respectable one; and the cause of this is simply the wane of 
aministerto lead the way. But, gentlemen, tt will be unnecessary 
iu writing to the Society, to enter very largely into the evil couse- 
quences of being without a clergyman.” 

The receipts of the Society in August, were 3604—only 20 from 
South-Carolina. 
Tennessee. —The Diocesan Convention convened the 28th—30th 
June. Present 7 of the Clergy and 9 laymen, representing 4 paristics. 
There are 9 Clergymen and EL congregations, 6 of which lave been 
organized since the last Conveation. The following passed unani- 
mously: * Resolved that this Convention is competent, under the 
proviso of the 2d Canon of the General Convention, to proceed to 
the election of a Bishop for this diocese.” ‘The 2d Canon referred 
to, says, “to entitle a diocese to the choice of a Bishop, there must 
be at the time of such choice, and have been during one year previ- 
ous at least six officiating presbyters residing therein, regularly in- 
stituted or settled in a parish or Church,” &c. Now, ov looking 
over the list of the clergy, we find indeed six officiating pre-byters, 
but one of them is a missionary, and of course not regularly insti- 
tuted or settled in a parish, and another of the presbyters was trans- 
ferred to the diocese, September 1832, and of course in June 1533, 
When the Conveution met, had not been “during one year previcus 
residing therein,” that is canonically residing. Neither was he ac- 
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tually residing, since we have heard of his having been offic), ating 
both in this diocese and North-Carolina during the said year, 

The Rev. James H. Otey was elected bishop. ln his letter of 
acceptance he has these admirable remarks, “ta de: Pp and unferoned 
conviction of my unworthiness and weakness, in view of the ays r 
responsibilities of the station to which I am invited, huimbles yy 
betore God. 

**The condition and wants of the Church in this diocese are sye) 
and the labours requisite to meet them, so great, as to render | “ 
office of Bishop amoung us, any thing rather than au object of ai. 
bition. Unceasing vigilince, constant care, incessant toil and m; my 
wearisome days of travelling, must be the portion of bisa who uo. 
dertakes the burden of its fairhtul execution. Our numbers ary 
small, our friends few, feeble and widely dispersed over an exten). 
ed surface, our necessities mauy and urgeut, our resources not \ery 
abundant. Hence, harmony in council, concert in action, zeal iy 
carrying out our plans, and above all, humble reliance upon the ad 
and blessing of the great and merciful Head of the Chureh, coy. 
stantly sought for with fervent and sincere hearts, become to us in. 
dispensable conditions of success in our work. Moved by a de. 
liberate conviction of the necessity of having the services of a 
Bishop in our present circumstances, rather than by any favoura- 
ble judgment of my ability, to discharge successtully, the dutics of 
this high and holy office, and casting myself unreservedly, upon 
the untatliog promise of our ever-living Head, to guide, protect 
and sustain his faithful ministers ‘even unto the end of the world, 
and relying contidently upon the co-operation, the generous assis. 
tance, and (let me add) the humble and believing prayers, of both 
Clergy and Laity, that [ may be daily succoured by the mighty 
power of the Holy Ghost, in the work of my ministry, E shall ap- 
proach to the discharge of the solemn and interesting duties to 
which [have been called, by the voice of the Convention, so soon 
as a compliance with the regulations of the Church made and _pro- 
vided in such cases, shall render it lawful and proper.” 

One of the rules of orderis, ‘the business of every day shall be 
introduced with a form of prayer,” we hope it will always be the 
form of prayer called the morning service in the book of Common 
Prayer as is the case in nearly, if not all our dioceses. 

The Churchman.—The Rev. W. R. Whittingham, who had the 
temoorary charge of thts paper, dirig the much regretted illness 
of the Rev. Mr. Van toven, has withdrawn, and the Rev. 8. Sea- 
bury, the new editor, among other excellent remarks, says that he 
* ecougratulates hinself, and sugvests it to his readers as a subject 
of mutual gratitude to God, that in one respect he enters on his 
duties with very happy auspices. He alludes to the harmony of 
sentiment and effort which now prevails in the Church. Party 
names have fallen into desuetude, and party spirit seems almost 
extinct.” “In this state of tranquillity let the Churchman be true 











>a? ° . bd ‘ - 
1233. Religious Inte lligence. 313 
.y its title, and continue to be the organ not of a party but of the 
Chucch3 the iidex of her doctrines as well as the advocate of her 


jive; the Couservator of her peace as well as the champion of 
bP] 


Ji a(° 
i ‘ 


her rigerse 


Sunlay School Books.—Scripiure Questions for older children 


. we ready ina week. It is designed to have a system of Bible 
Quostious as seou they can possibly be prepared,— Avent of the Sun- 
day school € nion, 

— 

Washington College. —Of its 100 graduates, 42 have entered, or 
Jesigu to enter, the sacred Ministry. 

Candidates for the Ministry assisted.—The Church Scholarship 
Society offers to those who need it, an amount not exceeding S>0 per 
annum; and the charge for imstruction at Washingtow College, Hlart- 
ford, is reduced in their favour to 816 50 per annum, being one half of 
the regular charge. ‘The amount covering all expenses at said College 
except clothing) vartes from 137 to 194 dollars. Auy person ap- 
plying for assistance must present satistactory testimonials, signed 
by at feast one clergvmau of the Protestant Episcopal Church, of 
his hierary and moral qualifications. Bishop Brownell is president 
f the society. 

American Sunday School Union.—There is not (says a Methodist 
periodical) a Presbyterian or Congregational union in the lind ! 
How isthis?) No agent of the American Sunday School Untoa 
ever reports any schools as having become auxiliary to the Presby- 
terians or Congregationalists. Whyisthis? Have these Churches 
yo interest in Sunday Schools? ‘The truth is, that the American 
Sunday School Union is their union. This cannot be denied, 
Their whole Sunday School interest centres there, they have no 
wierest any where else. This cannot be said of avy other Church 
uthe land. How then can it be true, thateach Church is equally 
interested in the American Sunday School Union?  Itis a mistake. 
Lisa palpable misapprehension. Look at the list of officers and 
members, and | veir great ascendancy will be seen. They hold the 

vesheams ; but it would be very convenient to attach the other 
Churches, in order to adjust the balance. It remains forthe other 
Churches tosay whether they will allow themselves to be thus attach- 
ed. We have also been struck with another oft-repeated statement of 
the American Sunday School Unien, but which we have never 
chosen to comment upon until now; it is, that their publications are 
free from sectarianism. We have taken some pains to examine this 
matter, and deliberately promise, if the American Union shall de- 

sire it, to show the great features of Calvinism distinctly set forth in 
their publications. The popular ‘ Union questions ” canuot be ask- 
cd and answered without developing the prominent doctrines of 
Calvinism. We know what we have written, and are prepared to 
‘swer if called upon properly. 

G08, ME88S.—VOL. X. 40 
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Friends, brethren, be not divided, be not subsidized for the ben. 
of others; resist every attempt at Union, upon principles where yoy 
have not, and canuot have equality, success and safety. 

Promoting of Learning.—Ministers of the gospel have dove jry- 
metse ly more for true learning, than any other profession or cl 
of men. This is true of all the reformed Churches, and eminens), 
so of our own country. Until within a tew years, schools and 
colleges have been carried forward by clergymen, and many of 
those institutions which for secular and selfish ends have chosen to 
repudiate any connexion with religion, were founded by the toils 
and sell-denial of godly men, who spent their strength in making 
provision for a learned ministry.— The Presbyterian, 

_— 

Connecticut.—* Resolved, That in the opinion of the General 
Association of Connecticut the admission to membership in our 
churches of such persons as have become the subject of hopeful 
conversion, during revivals, until they have sometime to give evi- 
dence in their lives that they have experienced a genuime work of 
grace upon their hearts, is greatly calculated to introduce evils into 
the churches, by multiplying the number of unsound and inefficient 
members, and especially, ta many cases, to bring lasting and even 
fatal injury to the persons themselves,’ 

** As in civel society there will never be wanting a Cesar to reign, 
when the people are prepared for abject submission, so in the ec- 
clesiastical world, there will never be wanting erroists to corrupt 
the truth, when the churches are prepared for heresy. Keep the 
Church pure, if you would prevent the existence of false teachers, 
for noither creeds, nor denunciations, nor inquisitions can loug bar 
out erior when the Church is ready for its eutrance.” 

= 

Effect of Strong Unnecessary Excitement.—The Rev. Mr. Wash- 
burn, in a letter dated Dwight, (Arkansas Cherokees) April 15, 1593, 
writes that the religious state of the schools has declined. And he 
adds some remarks which we sincerely wish might be duly con- 
sidered. 

“lhe revival in the Nation, is, I fear, on the decline. There is 
more animal excitement but less of the Holy Spirit’s inilucoce. 
Measures calculated to produce strong excitement, such at protrict- 
ed meetings, “ anxious seats,” &e., cnuse very great interest yet; 
but small ucighbourhood meetings, family visits, and the imparting 
of religious mstruction in a serious, voiseless, and unostentations 
way, are not so highly regarded. This 1s most lamentable. The 
Committee will join us in fervent prayer that the Holy Spirit may 
not be taken from us. On the whole, however, we have still great 
encouragement to go on Jabouring and praying and trusting to God 
for a blessing.” —Presbyterian. 


—_— 


Protracted Mectings.—Extract of a letter written by a distin- 
guished Christian layman to his friend in Maine. 
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“IT mentioned a ——— protracted meeting. This is the sixth 
which they have had in succession within 20 miles of Henrietta and 
neighbourhood, N. Y., and each meeting has continued from two to 
three weeks. Report makes them scenes of extreme disorder. 
Ministers and people of every age are blended in one promiscuous 
asse mbly, without distinction of authority or privilege. The pe- 
culiae dignity, and consequently the peeuli: ir influence of the 
Christian ministry, is wholly prostrated. Many converts are usually 
reported; bui few of them get root enough tor he varing a mid-day sun, 
Among Presbyterians here, these meetings are much less fre quent 
than formerly. Many of our most respectable ministers have seri- 
ous doubts of their efficiency. * ® * — [timust be confessed that 
these meetings seemed formerly te be productive of much good. Yet 
there is reason for believing that even then they proved useful only, 
as concurring witha pecauliur state of the public mind. Be this as it 
may, they have certainly lost wuch of their efficacy. Now and then 
they succeed; butin most instances they fail, even when well attend- 
ed. We have lately had one at -, (the writer’s residence,) but I 
cannot perceive that much good has been done. There were a few 
conversions; but how the balance will stand, when the fruits of 
spiritual pride, of insubordination, and of various disorders, grow- 
inv unavoidably outof the system as pursued here, come to be fully 
gathered, it may not be easy to decide; but L much fear there will 
be a heavy balance against spiritual religion. And alter what I 
have seen [ must still sav that lam partial to the piety of New 
Eagland, particularly as [have seen it exempliticd in the western 
part of Massachusetts and Connecticut.—WPertland Mirror. 

Increase of the Church.—I\n « late address Bishop Moore stated 
that he recollected when there were only two Episcopal Churches 
inthe city of New-York, there are now twenty; and six or seven 
clergymen in the diocese, whereas there are now 163. 


A Second Wissionary Church in New- YVork.—The corner stone of 
“the Church of the Epiphany ” was laid by Bishop Moore, (the 
Bishop of the Diocese being absent) on the 26th of August. The 
Rev. Lott Jones is the Missionary. The success of the “ Church 
of the Holy Evangelists.” a similar institution, has encouraged 
this measure. It will be recollected that St. Stephen’s Chapel in 
Charleston was established for the like purpose, viz: “the preach- 
ing of the Gospel to the poor.” May they rise up in all our cities, 
and do more and more good. 

A Remarkable Occurrence.—The Rev. Mr. Bullock, Episcopal 
Minister, New-Foundland, not long since, as “the Churchman” in- 
forms us, preached a sermon entitled “a warning to Ice Hunters, 
on the profanation of the Sabbath,” in which he said: * And now, 
my brethren, [ bid you farewell. You are about to embark upon 
an enterprize of some danger, an enterprize that will lead you far 
from your best friends, and from the courts of the Lord’s house ; 
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but, vou will be present with us in our prayers to heaven for you; 
protection, for your success, and, above all, that you may be ke pt 
*“unspotted from the world.” Let us not, however, separate Without 
a dis'inet understanding: [can make no compromise with erie : 
I can speak no peace to the violators of God’s law: T can wish no 
su-cess to the hand that is about to do evil. It is agains: a sore 
evil that | have now set myself to speak: LE have entre sted you as 
your friend—I have adinonished you as your pastor—then bear the 
conclusion of the whole matter: if you continue to be sinners 
against your own souls, you will transgress with your eyes open to 
the danger—you crime will be without excuse, and your puuish- 
ment without remedy.” Lately intelligence has been received. that 
about 300 of the New-Foundland Fisherman and 35 of their vessels 
have been lost. May the warning and advice of their faihtul pase 
tor not have beeu in vain. To him there must be consolation in 
remembering that he had so done his duty. 
—_ 

Responses.— We have attended many large, well filled Churches, 
in which there was scarcely one audible response by the congrega- 
tion. We have been at others, where indeed there was a sound 
heard, after the Clergyman had repeated certain parts of the service, 
but it would have been very difficult, at least for one unacqainted 
with our ritual, to kKoow what it meant. It was a kind of low, 
murmuring, whispering noise, like any thing else but a hearty, ani- 
mated, religious worship. Indeed, we think we have hive noticed 
this inattention to the responses, in many congregations having the 
reputation for most orthodex Churchmanship, aud whose memb rs 
would not suffer the violation of any rubric by the clergyman to 
pass without censure, but who themselves appear to have forgoren 
what the rubrics require of them. Were the children [instruct d] 
we think the next generation would do more, at least by their man- 
ner of performing it, than the present to recommend our service.— 
Churchman, 

_ 

Lord Gambier.—The Minister of his parish, the Rev. E. Ward, 
etates, th an address tefore the Church Missionary Socicty, that his 
Just illness was attended with extreme suffering. He observed “ wy 
pas interrupt my quietness but they do not disturb my peace 
though Ido not in wy debilitated state, exercise lively faith, 1 have 
constant Communion with my Saviour. Tell the Bible Society they 
have my best wishes. While | was enabled J fe't it my bounden duty 
and my delight to assist that good cause to the utmost of my power, 
considering that thereby T advanced the kingdom of my Redeemer. 
Wies Lam deposited inthe ground, you will have to perform the ser- 
vice: You will say something over me; pray be as concise as pos- 
sible, but remember these words, ‘God so loved the world that he 
gave his only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on him, should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.’ That is my hope! that is my 
rock of ages in the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost.” After @ 
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prayer for his peace, he added, “ Amen, so be it, and so it wil! be to 
Go.i’s glory and to ny peace. 
ans 
Christian Education.—We have long been convineeed of the im- 
portance of schools and colleges for the inoculation of Christian 
Doctrine. We do by no means undervalue the labours of the preach- 
or: but still we think that if there be given only «a passing word of 
exhortation, it will seldom convey to the heathen, information 
enough to convince their understanding, or enlighten their con- 
ences. ‘They require Lae upon line and precept upon pre cept. Or, 
according to the figure of our motto, the nail to eater deeply, and 
tw be fixed securely, must be struck often on the head: which ean 
be well accomplished by those “ masters of asseimblics,” the pious 
schoolmaster, and the Christian professor, in seminaries of sound 
learning, and “saving knowledge. ’—Chinese Repository. 
= 
England.— Among the persons admited to the Order of Deacons 
at the receut Ordination by the Lord Bishop of Exeter, was Mr. 
William Greenwood, of Torquay. This gentleman is advanecd in 
years, and in that place had built a Dissenting Meeting House, in 
the ludependent Luterest: he was also very populario that town. 
On his retarn from the ordination he stated his reasons for ut, and 
announced to his congregation that he had conformed to the estab- 
lished Church 3; adding also, that it would be pleastug to him to tind 
that his usual hearers were desirous in Jotutng the same comnmu- 
you, and informing those that might not feel disposed to do this, 
thit the suins received of them for seat money was ready to be re- 
wroed. About half his congregation remain with him; cod it is 
widerstood he is about to add a tower to Ins chapel, to eniow it, 
and to solicit from the Bishop that he will be pleased to consecrate 
t—Brit. Mag. 
aus 
Return of Dissenters to the Established Church—A wvmerous 
and flourishing congregation of Dissenters in Edinbugtr, vader the 
care of a popular minister, have unanimously resolved to solicit 
wien with the Established Church, as a Chapel of ease, and are 
how taking the requisite steps for accomplishing this object. And 
another dissenting congregation, in the same city, still more nume- 
rous, and at present without a pastor, have also resolved, with the 
exception of three of their number, to return to the bosom of the 
Establishment. We have no doubt that the zeal manifested by the 
Church to give efficacy to the calls, and to shake off the yoke of pa- 
tronage, has mainly contributed to the movements above mentioned. 


—ibhid, 
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NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Publication of the Associate Alumni of the General Theological Seminary of the Pro 
testant Episcopal Church in the Uniied tates, for ‘he yerr of our Lord i833, being the 
Yermon and Essay delivered at the annual meeting in June.—Good first fruits of this 
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valuable society. The subject of the Sermon is Christian EF ducation which we 
happy to notice is engaging more and more the attention of our Cliurch. 
preacher dwells on the importance of forestalling “ worldly prepo ses 
education.” Of his spirit, style, and logic, these specimens will instruct and \ 
our readers. ‘Are the kindly influxes of the spirit to be directed on a soil a! 
overran with noxious weeds, or worn down to barrenness! Or on ynbyp 
ground, before the weeds have sprung, or the burning heats drank up its moisty 
* «There is atime, when the world has no vantage ground, and truth 
compete with falsehood, holiness with sin, things spiritual with the vanities of 4 
on no other inequality than that arising trom the inherent propensities to evi! o) 
depraved nature—an inequality more than compensated by the pledged influey: 
of the spirit covenanted to the children of God’s adoption. There is a time 
pride and selfishness are weak, and trust and love are strong—when the tea 
susceptible and the understanding docile—when the bloom is on the young affee. 
tions, and the im: wh vation, tree from the world’s contact, yet wears its es of 
virgin white. There is a time, when the images of things unseen find a stiles ee 
to the mind not yet fettered by the dull realities of life, and the wonders AI. 
mighty power and love are heard by ears unaccustomed to deceit, and theres 
unsentinelled by cautious doubt. Thal time is the season for the introduction of 
the Gospel. Then, if ‘the grace of God that bringeth salvation’ be presen 
there are no barriers of prejudice, and habit, and fixed prineiple, to de ny it 
tance. It istrue that even then, the enemy is within; that evil tempers a: -) 
rupt propensities war against the trath, and must be overcome: but the strong hold 
is unfortified: there is no prescriptive right to plead, no domiciliation of old 1 
give the claim of mastery. The affections are to be given not transferred; the 
understanding to be biassed in behalf of truth and holiness, not reclaimed trow » 
bias already formed; a taste for things pure and lovely. and of good report, | 
forme t, not substituted tor one vitiated and eloyed with worldly things ° 
** In what respect would the moral or intellectual qualities of Pliny or of Tae tus, 
of Autonine or Symmachus, compare to disadvantage with what we know o/ 
Timothy, the Gentile proselyte, the beloved companion and successor of an a, 
tle? Can we fora moment doubt that had they been disciplined in the *unfeig 
faith’ of a Lois and an Eunice, their talents and their virtues, bright even ir 
night of heathenism, would have placed them among those who, turning mai 
righteousness, shall shine as the stars for ever and ever? If from childhood 1) 
had known the holy Scriptures, would they have scorned ‘the kindness and jow 
of God their Saviour toward man,’ and scoffed at Christian holiness, to j. ji ' 
worsh ppers of idols which they despised, and practicers of abominations w 
they loathed?) No, surely: the world held them, because it had them: the vau! 
ground was oce: upie »d by its god, which, it the truth had held, not even power 
plac e, and reputation e vale {have so blinded them to its claims.” * * “0 
and country demand of us special exertions in the provision of thorough relig 
education jor the swarming millions who are to inhevit the institations aad envy 
the freedom which are our boast. We are running a race in which our eer 
among the nations have poe pe us by centuries, with accelerating gai «upon 
their steps. Arts, sciences, civil institutions and social life, ail kee p abreast in the 
onward seurry. Uf the mene oy is to sanctify and heighten all with its holy infuen- 
ces, ifs institutions too must hold pace with the rest. While they do so, they wil 
fee! the inspiriting effects of continual advance, and receive and lend new vigor at 
every step But let them once fall back, and they hopelessly lose their rank: 
worldly knowledge, power and refinement may continue to increase, but the 
blessing which alone can give them any real value will forsake them We may 
rival the old queens of empire in terrestrial greatnesss, but our light and glory i 
be gone. For the prevention of such a catastrophe, education, sound, ¢ ffectual 
Christian education, is our only hope We can anticipate the rapid progress «! 
times; but it isonly by seizing on the rising generation before the world has m de 
it its own; by stam; tng God's image on the bullion before it goes into circulation ” 
The design of the E ssay is torecommend the scriptural manner of treating rel 
ious subjec ts in preterence to the abstract manner which is so fashionable, anc 
it be more scholarlike is certainly unsuitable tor the parish pulpit. The an'oor 
steers clear of Foster’s object ons to the “ Evangelical styie,” for it is not techur 
cal but scriptural langasge which he is advocating. But his purpose, ability, ao i 
nseful undertakiug will sufficiently appear from these brief extracts: “ Sowetues 
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fetions of the brain. which have only an ideal existence, are spoken of as 
acents, and invested by our language with the attributes of divinity Need 
pow greatly the word ‘nature’ has been perverted, and used by inany lor 
the very purpese of robbing the Creator ot ‘the honour due unto his name: how 
i+ 1IRS heen ‘exalted above all that is called God,’ and for it has been claimed the 
elory due only to Jehovah. And even by Christians, with all proper intentions, 
ti wore has not seldom heen applied unwisely, and ina ‘questionable shape; and 
‘hougi their usege may be detended as a figurative application of the term, it has 
iithe tendency fo give erroneous impressio is, and to keep outol view "tue liy- 
ing Gaod, who made heaven and earth, and the sea, and al! things that are therein.’ 
Vader this head may be classed the perversions ot such words as ‘necessity, tos 
tune, chance, accident. circumstances; which have avery different meanias in 
the mouth of the Christian and the unbeliever, being used in a very profane sense 
by the latter, and often incautiou ly by the former.” * * “Indeed there appears 
ty be extensively prevalent a deli ey altogether too scrupulous in excluding trom 
weeoaversation all acknowledgement ot God's providential rule, and of our de- 
pel dence upon hin who ‘ directeth man’s steps,’ howsoever ‘his heart deviseth 
his way. On this point even Heathens and Mohammedans migh! read Christians 
a lesson not to be despised: certainly the patriarchs and the believers of apostoiic 
and primitive times were not thus fastidious.’ * * ‘We speak in this way; 
virrue demands the sacrifice,’ when they would have put ‘God’ in the place of 
viriue: we say, the ‘fruits of religion,’ when they would have said the ‘truits of 
the Spint.’ we say ‘walkin the path of auty,’ when they would have said ‘valk 
even as Christ walked:’ and it they did use the absiract term, they would olten 
have counected it with Christ and God or both: as ‘the truits of rmghteousness 
wich are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God?” * * “It is also 
alr quent case that the personality of the Holy Spirit is not declared with sutlicieut 
curess; so much so that it we were to shape our doctrines according to the 
misuer ip Which some speak even of that which is his peculiar office, we might be 
tempted lo say with the diseiples of John Baptist: ‘we have not so mucli as heard 
there be any Holy Ghost’ * * + Certain writers are so skilful in this 


inat by some good turns, they would give you the subsiance of all those very 


ves trom the Seriptures which have been adduced; and you would find them, 

ihey retained their abstract truth, stripped of all their sacred peculiarities - 
aud a foundation laid of their being eventually explained away and lost.” * * 
“God knows our nature better than we ourselves, and by what method that nature 
may be most affected and improved by the truths he has revealed: his ‘holy 
Scriptures were written for our learning;’ and we may rest assured that whatso- 
ever peculiarities belong to them, they were ordered purposely and with wiscom. 
Man ts tue same now as when the sacred writings were given, ‘of like passions,” 
‘like minded, and what was best for him then, is best for him now.” 


The Rule of Faith; a Charge to the Clergy of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the Commonwealih of Pennsylvania: Delivered in St James’ Chiach, Philadel- 
phia. May 22, 1533, al the opening of the Convention. By the Right Rev. Heury U. 
Onderdonk. D. D. Assistunt Bishop of the Diocese —Let us suppose a Romeanist 
and a Protestant differing as to some article of faith—the supremacy of the Pope 
foresample. The Protestant adduces some Scripture text against this doctrine. 
Stop, says the Romanist, how does tradition explain that text. I deny the au- 
thority of tradition as an infallible interpretor, rejoins the Protestant. Of course, 
the discussion is at anend. It is wasting time for these two sects to engage in any 
other controversy than this one: What is the rule ef faith: or what is the crite- 
rioun--the standard of judging divine truth—of deciding what is not and what is, 
an article of Christian belief! Is it Holy Scripture interpreted as other writings 
are by the light of history, and principles of common sense? or is it Scripture 
infallibly interpreted by tradition, by opinions orally transmitted as is alleged from 
the apostles to their ancestors in the Roman Church? It is this question which 
the present charge meets, and we must say with much sagacity, profound aequaint- 
ance with the Scriptures, and a sklilful turning against the Komanists of their own 
Weapons of argument. Grant that an infallible interpreter would be a great con- 
venience: there still remains the question: Is there such a helper? And how is 
this point to be settled. Is there not the same scope for discordant opinion on this 
article, as on the other articles respecting which it is alleged Protestants can not 
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arrive at a desirable unanimity. The Romanist must commence his system by 
begging the question, by presuming. that there is an infallible interpreter, or jj he 
allows this question to be mooted, he leaves room for the very discussion which a 
existing among Protestants he regards with a sort of pious horror. To prove thay 
their Church is an infallible interpreter he must 'epend on a gratuitous assertion 
or on proot derived from those Seriptures wich he is unwilling to make tie ym 
pire of other disputed points—that is he makes Holy Seripture the rule of bis (ir) 
in one instance and denies it to be such in other instances. Now tt is obvious to 
remark that if it isa good rule, as to one article, it may be so as to other arty jes 
But the charge does much more than show the Romanist to be incousistent | 
goes fully into the consideration of the alleged superiority of “tradition” ax a 
rule of faith, and shows that common sense, general experience, and inspired wy 
ters teach the very contrary. ‘To slow our readers that they have here not merely 
a very useful abstract of the large tomes existing on this controversy. but much 
original thought and ingenious illustration, as well as a skilful developement 
of Scriptural facts and rescunings, bearing on the subjeet, we invite attention 
to the following extracts, but more especially to the whole Charge, if they would 
add to their information on the true grounds of Protestantism ; 

We regret our space fails us, and must theretore refer our readersto p 4 <[ 
may first notice,” to before” p 5. * * “©'Tradition protesses” y» 8.0 © Sy 
John” p 9. * * “Now itis p. 9, to “recorded” p.10. * * “If we pass 
to “true sense’ p. 10. * * “ We are now, to there found” p. 13. * * » We 
have seen” p. 21, to “matters” p. 22. “ Objected” p. 25 to * probation” p. 26 

—-eoe— 
MARRIAGE, 


Marriep on the 29th of September, by the Rev- C. E. Gadsden, Mr. Dexter 

Levanp to Miss Susaw Smerven both of this Diocese. 
--@@e.... 
OBITUARY NOTICE. 

Diep. July 30, 1533, the Rev. G. McMillan, Rector of Trinity Church, Danville 
Kentucky. 

-ele— 
EPISCOPAT ACTS. 
ORDINATIONS., 

By the Right Rev. Dr. Ives, Bishop of the Diocese of North-Carolina.—On Su 
day June 2. 1535 in St. John’s Church, Fayetteville the Rev. Jolin M. Robertson 
Deacon was admitted into the Holy Order of Priests. 

By the Right Rev. Dr. B) T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Diocese of New-York — 
On Wednesday August 14, 1833, in St. Luke’s Church, Rochester, Mr Ethan 
Allen was admitted into the Holy Order of Deacons:) On Thursday Augnst 15, 
1833, in St. Mark's Chareh Le Roy. Genesee the Rev. Kendrick Metcalt, Dea- 
con was admitted into the Holy Order of Priests: On Friday August 30, 1553 
in st. John’s Church, Ithaca, Mr. Robert Campbell, late a Minister in the Presby 
terian denomination, was admitted into the Holy Order of Deacons. 

CONSECRATION OF CHURCHES. 

The following Churches have recently been consecrated to the Christian wo 
ship of Almighty God. 

By the Right Kev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Diocese of New- York.— 
Trisity Church, Centrefield, Canandaigua, August 11, 1833. Christ ¢ hurch 
Lockport, Niagara County, August 18, 1538. St. Peters Church, Westfield 
Chataugue County, August 22, 1883. St James’ Church. Hammond's Post 
Steuben County, August 27, 1533. St. John’s Church, Marcellus, Sept. 2, 1833. 

SE — 
CALENDAR FOR OCTOBER. 
6. Eighteenth Sunday after Trinity. 18. St. Luke. Anniversary of the 0: 
13. Nineteenth Sunday afler Trinity. phan House 
16. Anniversary of the Society for the | 20. Twentieth Sunday after Trinity. 
relief of the Widows and Orphans | 27. Twenty first Sunday after Trinity. 
ef our Clergy. 28. St. Simon and St. Jude. 





